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World Cup 2026 – Rolling Risk Brief

Issue: 10 Date/Time: 8 July 2026 | 09:00 EST Coverage Period: 8 – 14 July 2026

Highest Attention Cities (Next 7 Days):

• Boston– France and Morocco are set to 
clash in a high stakes quarter-finals 
matchup. The two countries have a deeply 
shared history and cultural ties, with many 
people of Moroccan descent living in 
France. The two fanbases have a 
passionate rivalry as a result, and 
altercations between fans are possible.

• Miami – Miami is set to host a quarter-finals 
matchup between England and Norway. 
England is a perennial football power while 
Norway is making its deepest progression in 
decades. Both groups of fans have proven 
highly passionate at this edition of the World 
Cup and scuffles are possible between the 
groups of supporters.

• Dallas – The first semi-final match is 
scheduled to be played in Dallas on 14 July 
between to be determined opponents. 
Supporters will be highly enthusiastic about 
the possibility of their teams proceeding to 
the World Cup Final. Likewise. scuffles are 
possible between supporters of two highly 
motivated fanbases.

Executive Snapshot

Key Shift Since Last Brief:

• World Cup play has concluded in Canada and 
Mexico. Remaining fixtures will be played solely 
in the United States. The first quarter-finals 
matches will begin play in a knockout format.

• All three host nations of Mexico, the US, and 
Canada have been eliminated from the 
tournament. However, their Fan Fests and other 
areas to watch remaining matches will remain 
active in host cities for the duration of the World 
Cup.

• Following the conclusion of Canada and Mexico-
hosted matches, security deployments are 
expected to remain partially active around official 
Fan Fests, tourist areas and public viewing 
locations through the end of the tournament. 
Remaining risks will primarily relate to crowd 
management, petty crime, isolated public-order 
incidents and weather-related disruptions 
affecting fan activities.

• Security issues unrelated to the World Cup are 
likely to regain visibility. Protest movements, 
including CNTE mobilizations and demonstrations 
by families of missing persons, may re-emerge in 
Mexico. Reports of informal restraint by criminal 
groups during the tournament suggest organized 
crime dynamics could gradually normalize as 
international attention declines.

• On 6 July, Iran fired at vessels in the Strait of 
Hormuz. In return, the US launched attacks on 
Iranian territory on 7 July. Such tit-for-tat 
retaliation risks further escalation if not return to 
full-scale hostilities.
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Analyst View

The round of sixteen has concluded and will give way to the quarter and semi-finals. Tournament play has 
concluded in Canada and Mexico with all remaining fixtures to be played in the United States. Despite isolated 
reports of unruly fans and crime unassociated with the games, the World Cup has proceeded smoothly with no 
major, high-profile security incidents reported. However, inclement weather including dangerous levels of heat and 
flooding have been reported in the United States in multiple host cities. Hazardous weather conditions are 
forecasted to continue, particularly dangerously high heat levels. Overlapping Independence Day celebrations 
and Major League Baseball games pressured transportation infrastructure and law enforcement but did not result 
in major incidents.

Security deployments are likely to become more intensified as the tournament progresses into its deeper stages. 
Fans are becoming more enthusiastic as their teams progress, and the stirred passions may result in more 
confrontations with opposing groups of fans and the police. In Dallas, hundreds of fans were forcibly removed from 
a bar after excessive alcohol consumption and subsequent unruly behavior. While large-scale clashes are unlikely 
between fans, incidents of unruly behavior and scuffles are likely, posing incidental risk to anyone in the vicinity.

Methodology Note

This rolling brief applies the baseline risk and Fan 

Tension Index (FTI) methodology outlined in the 
World Cup 2026 Risk Outlook, updated to reflect 
current conditions and developments.
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Forward Look (Next 7 Days)

High-Attention Fixtures

• 09 July: France vs Morocco in Boston
• 10 July: Spain vs Belgium in Los Angeles
• 11 July: Norway vs England in Miami
• 11 July: Argentina vs Switzerland in Kansas 

City
• 14 July: TBD vs TBD in Dallas

Emerging Watchpoints

• Security developments in Mexico unrelated 
to the World Cup are likely to regain 
prominence. Protest activity that deactivated 
during the tournament—including 
mobilizations by CNTE members and 
families of missing persons—may regain 
traction, particularly in Mexico City. 
Meanwhile, reports that major criminal 
groups avoided actions that could interfere 
with the tournament suggest that any 
informal restraint associated with the event 
may diminish as international scrutiny 
decreases, although no immediate 
nationwide deterioration is expected.

• Adverse weather, particularly high heat, has 
continued to pose challenges to fans, 
players, and coaching staff at the World Cup 
in the United States. The National Weather 
Service's (NWS) Heat Risk forecast has 
projected Atlanta and Miami to have a Major 
risk of high heat (second highest on a five-
tier scale),  which indicates that the heat 
affects anyone without cooling/hydration as 
well as health systems and industries.
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City Spotlight – Boston

Current Posture: Elevated

Key Pressure Points:

• France and Morocco are scheduled to play a 
quarter-finals match against one another on 9 
July. The high-stakes nature of the fixture as well 
as a notable rivalry between the two sides means 
that tensions will be elevated between the two 
fanbases.

• The Boston Red Sox baseball team are scheduled 
to play in Chicago on the same day as the match. 
The game being played away will relieved 
pressure on local law enforcement as well as 
overland transportation routes.

• While previous days have seen rainy weather and 
flooding, hot conditions are predicted to return by 
kickoff on 9 July.

Implications:

• There is a possibility of tensions or isolated 
confrontations between supporters of French and 
Moroccan national teams and law 
enforcement. While large-scale clashes are 
unlikely, minor scuffles are possible which may 
pose risk to nearby pedestrians.

• The high number of visitors to Boston,  increased 
congestion in public transportation and on roads, 
and heightened security around fan zones and 
Gillette Field is highly likely to cause disruptions to 
overland travel.

• Residents and visitors will need to plan ahead for 
risks posed by high heat.

Implications for Organizations

• Reconfirm transportation plans and allow 
substantial buffer times for all airport, hotel, 
and stadium transfers; road closures, and 
security checkpoints are likely to cause 
significant delays throughout the match day.

• Use vetted transport providers and confirm 
access arrangements before departure. Allow 
additional travel time, as vehicle access 
around Gillette Stadium may be restricted, 
requiring pedestrians to walk from designated 
drop-off locations.

• Consult official sources regularly for updates 
on road closures, access points, security 
perimeters, and recommended routes to 
Gillette (Boston) Stadium and Fan Fest 
locations.

• Ensure local workforce is aware of the 
prevailing health threats and plans to 
minimize exposure to the heat, reduce 
physical activity and stay well hydrated.
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