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TESTING PLATFORM UPDATE – OMICRON VARIANT OF CONCERN 
 
  

The manufacture of the cue molecular test we use for our onboard test platform has 
confirmed to us that their team of scientists and bioinformatic experts have successfully 
validated the test for detecting the new Omicron variant. This is based on an analysis of the 
SARS-CoV-2 B.1.1.529 variant, designated by the World Health Organization as Omicron, 
using information from the GISAID database. Specifically, they found that 99.2% of the 127 
published sequences are a perfect match to the primers in used in the test, which uses 
molecular (NAAT) technology. 
 
How was this validated so quickly? 
The manufacture is actively monitoring the mutations of COVID-19, so they can ensure the 
test can detect them. They implemented a surveillance program in the early stages of the 
pandemic to monitor and analyse all relevant SARS-CoV-2 variant sequences globally. This 
involves routinely checking their COVID-19 test primers, the targeting mechanism the 
molecular test uses, against these sequences to ensure these mutations do not affect the 
sensitivity or specificity of the test.  
 
Their scientists found that the accuracy of the test has remained unaffected by the 
mutations in the Omicron variant and other variants of concern to date. 
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In coordination with the manufacturer, we will continue to evaluate their 
molecular COVID-19 NAAT test against new and emerging variants and will 
update you with any further developments.   
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